EXPERIMENT  OF   LIBERAL  MONARCHY
the Bourbons, who raised barricades in the working-class parts of
Paris and flew the tricolour flag. The Government, which had
absolutely no experience in the maintenance of order, had scarcely
more than twelve thousand armed men in Paris; the soldiers were
armed with flint-locks, which took as long to fire as those of the
insurgents. Paris was still a labyrinth of narrow winding streets,
in which the paving-stones were large and heavy and provided
material for the barricades. Owing to exceptionally favourable
circumstances, the insurrection developed into a revolution. Thus
began a period of barricades and insurrections in Paris, during
which the political system of France depended upon the Parisian
people.
The Revolution of 1830 produced scarcely any change in politi-
cal institutions, and the Charter of 1814 was maintained in force,
being merely revised. The revision affected for the most part
nothing but symbols - the tricolour flag, the declaration that the
Charter had not been 'granted' (octroy&e) but Sanctioned' (con-
sentie) by the king, and the adoption of the style of 'king of the
French, by the grace of God and the national will1. The Chamber
of Peers was appointed for life only; the electoral qualification
was reduced to two hundred francs, which increased the number
of electors to more than two hundred thousand, but the mass of
the nation was still excluded from political life. The chief
innovation was the reorganization of the National Guard in all
the towns, by which all taxpayers were included in it who were
able to bear the expense of buying a uniform - that is, the lower
middle classes. The National Guard became an armed force for
defending the existing order of things; the people as a whole was
still disarmed.
The. Revolution of 1830 was hailed with joy by the inhabitants
because it restored the tricolour flag. It was mainly a change of
those forming the Government. The elder branch of the Bourbons
was replaced by the younger branch, the house of Orleans; the
bourgeoisie, ousting the nobility and clergy from power, became
masters of the government and have remained so for a century
past. Most of the nobles were unwilling to take the oath of fidelity
to the usurper and retired from political life, Louis«Philippe,
supported by none but the bourgeoisie, affected the bearing, and
even the costume, of a 'bourgeois king' (roi-bourgeois). He chose
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